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Overview

The Butler University HRC (Health and Recreation Complex) was established in 2006.   The HRC offers many new services to students, faculty and staff, while expanding others presently available. In addition to being the main stomping ground for Butler's department of recreation, the HRC also houses Counseling and Consultation Services, Health Education and Health Services, making it a true wellness center on campus.  Since opening in 2006, over 750,000 participants have enjoyed it so far.  
In fall 2011, the HRC took responsibility for one of the University’s signature events, the Bulldog Jog, a run/walk that takes place on the Butler campus and surrounding area in the spring.  This event was initially established as a part of Homecoming, but because of the Bulldog Jog’s increased participation, it was moved to the spring as its own event.  This year is the 21st  Bulldog Jog and will take place on Saturday, March 23, 2013 on the Butler University campus.  In spring 2012, the addition of a Dog Walk was introduced that was led by our famous mascot, Blue II as the Grand Marshall.  Due to its enormous popularity it has become a staple part of the race for years to come. 
Bulldog Jog’s purpose is fourfold: 

· To raise funds for student scholarships; 

· To promote the HRC to the student body and the Butler and Indianapolis communities; 

· To help raise supplies for local dog causes;

· To offer the Indianapolis community, particularly the neighborhoods surrounding Butler University, an opportunity to participate in a University event to promote good neighborhood relations.

Sponsorship of the Bulldog Jog allows revenue generated by the event to directly impact Butler University students by making scholarship dollars available for professional development.    This event helps students who are proven leaders and good students in their professional development by acquiring certifications and attending conferences or workshops, both locally and nationally.  
Over the last few years, our registration has typically been around 250 individuals in addition to the over 50 volunteers involved.  Participants include students, faculty, staff, alumni and members of the Indianapolis community.  In 2012, we had a record number of participants with over 700 and our goal is to reach 1000 in 2013.  
Event Details

Date & Time:
March 23, 2013

The Run/Walk will begin at 9:00 a.m.  The Dog Walk will begin at 9:15 a.m.  The prizes are awarded to the top finishers as well as “fun” awards such as Oldest Butler Alumni running.  Awards and times will be presented after all participants have finished.

Location:
The event takes place on the beautiful Butler University campus.  Check in and day-of registration will take place in the Health and Recreation Complex (HRC) next to historic Hinkle Fieldhouse, with the run and walk starting just outside the Butler Bowl.  The run/walk will take participants through the beautiful Butler campus. 
Attendees:
Those who attend the Bulldog Jog vary in age and Butler involvement.  Due to the fact that so many Butler alumni live near campus, many of them participate.  They range from recent alumni graduates back to the 1950’s.  Not only do we draw many Butler alumni, a tradition which began when this event was held the weekend of Homecoming, but also many people from the Butler-Tarkington and Meridian-Kessler neighborhoods. Another large group of our participants are Butler students, faculty and staff members.

Target

Demographics:
We will be marketing to Butler alumni, students, faculty and staff, as well as the surrounding neighborhoods.  We are also marketing through our relationship with Indy Runners, Humane Society of Indianapolis, Indianapolis Bulldog Rescue and others. There are a variety of ages who participate, but the bulk of the participants are in the 20-40 age range.

Cost:
The registration fee of the event is $20, with the late registration fee of $25.

Parking &
Transportation:
Participants can park in the Hinkle Fieldhouse parking lot, and everything is within walking distance of the parking lot.

Target Audience

We have a couple of target groups.  The first will be the on-campus population, including students, faculty and staff, the bulk being Butler students.  We do have many staff and faculty who participate, but it will be mostly Butler students who will take advantage of this event.  Another target audience will be area runners and walkers in the age range of 20-40.  Local runners often participate with other members of their family, who might not sign up for such an event on their own.  The final group will be the Indianapolis community who will be invited to enjoy a fun morning on the beautiful Butler campus for a great cause. Because this is a event, as opposed to being a longer run/walk, we have many people who participate in the walk who are beginning their fitness endeavors.  
Media Support

Print/Electronic Advertising – As a sponsor, you will be included in press releases and/or advertisements for the following publications: Indy Runners, the Collegian, (the Butler University student newspaper), and community newsletters.  The Bulldog Jog will also appear on the Butler Alumni webpage, the Health and Recreation Complex webpage, Blue 2’s website, the Runners World website and other community event and running sites online.

Television –In 2007, 2008 and 2011, WISH-TV did a live segment on the day of the race during their morning show.  In 2012, Fox59 completed a segment on the morning show the week leading up to the race. We will again pitch the run to local television stations but cannot guarantee coverage.
Other Event Promotion

Publicity – General campus promotions, including all-campus email and signage - We will also mail registration brochures to all of the participants from the past 5 years.

Signage – There will be signage at the event, listing all sponsors and donors of raffle items.  

Web Site – The website for the race is: www.butler.edu/bulldogjog.   We will list sponsoring companies and link to those companies’ website, when applicable.  The Bulldog Jog will also be advertised in our e-newsletter, “The Butler NewsFlash” that is received by over 4,300 alumni and friends. 

Direct Mail – Direct mail to all of our former participants of the last five years will take place.  

Brochure Distribution – Registration brochures will be available at numerous locations including the Health and Recreation Complex, Hinkle Fieldhouse, on the Butler campus, as well as in many area businesses.  

Social Media – There will be many outlets for social media including: (~# of followers)

Twitter: Blue3 (5,465), Blue2 (10,484), BulterU (10,114), ButlerHRC (1,386)
Facebook: Blue3 (3,080), Blue2 (7,206), Butler University (10,239), BulterHRC (1,231)
On-Site Activities

Following the Bulldog Jog, participants will need to cool-down, enjoy fruit and beverages, learn the race results, and find out if they have won prizes.  Many area businesses donate items for our prize drawing.  All pre-registered participants are included in the drawing.  At this start/finish area, as well as along the race route and at the finish line, are signs thanking all of the companies who have supported the Bulldog Jog.  We will also have goodie bags for any collateral materials that you wish to be distributed to our race participants.

Sponsorship Selections:

Companion Partner - $500 value
· Your company will have the opportunity to place an insert in all registration packets.

· Your company logo will be listed on the website as a supporting sponsor.
Best Friend Partner - $1,000 value
· Your company logo will be listed on the website as a supporting sponsor.
· Your company will have the opportunity to place an insert in all registration packets.

· Logo will be printed on the race shirt that will go to all registrants and volunteers.  
Leaders of the Pack Sponsor Package - $2,500 value
· Your company logo will be listed on the website as a supporting sponsor.
· Your company will have the opportunity to place an insert in all registration packets.
· Provided a vendor table/showcase area at packet pickup and event day.
· Listed in the registration brochure and promotional posters.
· Your company will receive 10 race shirts with your logo.
Top Dog Sponsor Package- $5,000 value (Limit One)

· Your company logo will be listed on the website as the Title sponsor.
· Your company will have the opportunity to place an insert in all registration packets.
· Provided a vendor table/showcase area at packet pickup and event day.

· Logo will be printed on the race shirt that will go to all registrants and volunteers.  
· Your company will be mentioned in social media announcements as the Title sponsor.

· Listed in the registration brochure and promotional posters.
· Exclusive visibility as the presenting sponsor of the event in all Media Coverage, Promotional Materials and Press Releases
· Onsite Sponsorship Recognition on race day.

· First rights to next year’s title sponsorship.
· Your company will receive 25 race shirts.
